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As the search for new hydrocarbon resources becomes more 

challenging, the risks associated with this quest increase. 

How can the energy industry gain competitive edge and 

deliver what is expected of it, whilst also protecting the 

environment? Is it such a difficult balancing act?
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UNEP-World Conservation Monitoring Centre

× UNEP-WCMC is a Specialist Biodiversity Information and Assessment 

Centre. We integrate regional & national biodiversity information, linking 

biodiversity science with decision-making.

× We are supported by a number of Oil & Gas Companies through the 

Proteus 2012 Partnership
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Biodiversity and Climate Change

É Climate Change matters in part because of its 
impact on the Ecosystems on which we depend.

É Biodiversity is under threat irrespective of 
Climate Change. 

É The biodiversity crisis is with us now.

É It will get worse with climate change.

É So I will focus on Biodiversity todayé..



4

What is Biodiversity and why do we care?
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Biodiversity is more than speciesééééBiodiversity is more than speciesé
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×Called for by UN Secretary General in 
2000

×Prepared by 1360 experts from 95 
countries; extensive peer review

× Information requested through 4 
international conventions

×Consensus of the worldôs scientists ï
Similar to IPCC

×Multi-stakeholder board included 
government, business, NGOs, 
indigenous peoples

More than Species - The Millennium 

Ecosystem Assessment (MA)
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People obtain benefits from ecosystemsé.

Provisioning Services
ÂFood

ÂFreshwater

ÂWood fuel

ÂTimber

ÂFiber

ÂGenetic Resources
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People obtain benefits from ecosystemsé.

Regulating Services
ÂClimate Regulation

ÂFlood Regulation

ÂDisease Regulation

ÂWater Purification


